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Theater and Congress Hall, Dole

Métra + Associés

Dole, a city rich in minerals and vegetation,

A contemporary building may appear to be strange in a city such as Dole, with such a rich and rare
historical heritage, Hence the prablem for the architect is incorporating these different elements, As
a city rich in minerals and crowned with its collegiate church, with the Doubs river surrounds
bathed in vegetation, we imagined for Dole’s new cultural and sports centre that these two natural
components were the perfect elements sought after,

Whilst having a strong and unique architectural identity, the building blends into the surrounding
landscapes of the Doubs river, opposite the collegiate church, in the heart of the historical city. A
multi-functional complex, it will host performing arts events, sports competitions, as well as
exhibitions and congresses.

Building -Landscape

A building, which faces the collegiate church, emerges from the site and blends into the landscape.
On three sides, blocks of rock embedded in the concrete correspond to the mineral concretion of
“old stones” of the houses situated in the city centre. Railings cover the complex with interwoven
vegetation which transforms throughout the changing seasons. This second layer serves as a
watermark on the background rock. In spring, the facade is adorned with vegetation which changes
colour in time with the seasons: green, yellow, red and brown,

Facing the heart of the historical city, a mirror facade reflects the landscape and surrounding areas.
The new centre opens extensively onto the city and onto the luxurious vegetation of the Doubs
river banks, due to a sliding glassed crack along the whole width of the ground floor, and two
enormous views looking out onto the collegiate church. The building complex reflects the
landscape in a natural environment, it emerges as something both familiar and enigmatic.

Building - Tool box .

A unique complex with numerous halls free from any fixed focal point, there is a large open area of
47mx40m, which resembles a *tool box”", due to a number of mobile acoustic partitions which sets
out to create varying sized spaces:a concert hall for chamber music providing 600 places, an
auditorium for 800, 1,200 or 2,800 spectators, and an open hall extending to the Doubs banks
which seats upto more than 3,000 people for any given event.

Every configuration has its own geometry, atmosphere and light. For a show, the hall is sober,
Zenithal lightings are darkened. Acoustique sculptured wooden lateral partitions surround the
spectators. 8 blocks of terraces allow numerous lay-outs. For sport, the size of the hall is expanded.
The partitions of the hall open. The area is bathed in natural light. For exhibitions, all open space is
freed up, offering landscape views to the visitors. Widely glazed on the outside, the entrance hall is
an extension of the public area,
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Architects : Métrs + Associés

Project team: G, Dighl, M-F. Baldran,

R. Andrieux, A. de Fontbrune,

A Rubin Pedrazzo, F. Anton Cariba,

F. Casanova, S. Concas, C. Culos, B. Fetz,
0. Foucher, D. Phillips, F. Portesine
Acoustics : Kahle Acoustics
Scenography : J. Le Marquet, Ducks Scéno
Landscape : Territoires

Image: Arte Factory

Location : Dole, Jura, France

Design: 2002

Compietion : November 2006

Gross floor area: 4,426my
Cost:EUR75M

Photograph : Courtesy of the architect

©FP. Ruauit, JC. Protey, C. Culos
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